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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-5,8,11,13,14,23,27-31,34 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
102(b) as being anticipated by Schutz (US Patent 4,361,085). 

Regarding claims 1,1 1 and 27, Schutz teaches a method and system 
comprising a press (Figure 1) having press members (11,13) for creating forces 
for pressing the media (W) against the embossing template (23) and an 
elastomeric embossing pad (17) disposed between the media (W) and the press 
(Figure 1) which deforms during pressing to spread the press forces over the 
embossing template and reduces pressure during pressing. 

Regarding claims 2,3,13,14,28 and 29, Schutz teaches a method and 
system comprising an embossing pad with a Shore hardness from about A20 to 
A80 (Abstract). 

Regarding claims 4,5,8,30,31 and 34, Schutz teaches the claimed 
invention with the exception of a method of selecting hardness and system with 
an elastomeric embossing pad formed of rubber, synthetic and polymer. 
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Regarding claims 23 and 39, Schutz teaches the claimed method and 
invention including an embossing template that is not a die and wherein the 
press is a roller press (Figure 1). 

Claims 1-3,10-14,21,22,24,25,27,36,37,40 and 41 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bradley et al. (US Patent 4,867,057). 

Regarding claims 1,11,12,27 and 41, Bradley teaches a method and 
system comprising a press (28) having press members (see figure below) for 
creating forces for pressing the media (44) against the embossing template (20') 
and an elastomeric embossing pad (24) disposed between the media (44) and 
the press (Figures 1 0 and 1 1 ) which deforms during pressing to spread the 
press forces over the embossing template and reduces pressure during 
pressing. 

Regarding claim 10, Bradley teaches a method and system comprising 
an embossing pad (24) comprising first and second surfaces disposed opposite 
each other for placement between a press member (28) and the embossing 
template (20,20'). 

Regarding claims 21 and 22, Bradley teaches a method wherein the 
embossing template is an embellishing and/or embossing die (20,20'). 

Regarding claims 24,25,36 and 37, Bradley teaches a method and 
system comprising a rigid platen plate (Column 8, Lines 3-10) with first and 
second portions (Figures 9 and 10) for pressing with the media (40), the 
embossing template (20,20') and the elastomeric pad (24) therebetween 
(Figures 9 and 10). 
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Regarding claim 40, Bradley teaches a press (28) that is not a roller 

press. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 4-9,15-20,26,30-35 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over unpatentable over Bradley et al. (US Patent 4,867,057) 
in view of Smith et al. (US Publication 2001/0000860). 

Regarding claims 4,5,7-9,15-20,30,31 and 33-35, Bradley et al. teaches 
the claimed invention with the exception of a method of selecting hardness and 
system with an elastomeric embossing pad formed of rubber, synthetic, silicone, 
polymer and urethane. Smith et al. teaches an embossing device with a method 
of selecting hardness and an embossing pad formed of rubber, synthetic, 
silicone, polymer and urethane (Page 2, Paragraph 0023). It would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the invention as taught by Bradley et al. to replace the 
embossing pad thereof, with an embossing pad formed of rubber, synthetic, 
silicone, polymer and urethane as taught by Smith et al., since Smith et al. 
teaches it is advantageous to exhibit favorable properties in order to maximize 
resiliency of the pad. 
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Bradley et al. teaches all that is claimed except for an embossing pad that 
is formed of vinyl and platen plate assembly formed of high-density polyethylene. 
Smith et al. teaches an embossing pad that can be made of such materials as 
rubber, synthetic, silicone, etc. However, Bradley et al. and Smith et al. do not 
teach the claimed vinyl embossing pad. It has been held to be within the general 
skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of suitability for 
intended use of making an embossing pad and a platen plate assembly. It would 
have been obvious to select a vinyl since such a modification would result in an 
embossing pad with a higher or a lower hardness to increase/decrease the 
spread of forces. Further, it would have been obvious to select a high-density 
polyethylene since such a modification would result in a cutting surface that is not 
easily dulled. 

4. Claims 23 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over unpatentable over Bradley et al. (US Patent 4,867,057) in view 
of Schutz (US Patent 4,361 ,085). 

Bradley et al. teaches the claimed method and invention with the 
exception of an embossing template that is not a die and wherein the press is a 
roller press. Schutz teaches an embossing apparatus with an embossing 
template roller (11) and a press roller (13). It would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the invention as taught by Bradley et al. to replace the embossing die and a 
press thereof, with an embossing roller and roller press as taught by Schutz, 
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since Schutz teaches that it is advantageous to provide high quality embossing 
definition on a web. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Marissa L Ferguson whose telephone number 
is (571) 272-2163. The examiner can normally be reached on (M-T) 6:30am- 
4:00pm and every other(F) 7:30am-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



Conclusion 



Marissa L Ferguson 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2854 




ANDREW H. HIRSH 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



